Your address

Alex Neil MSP
The Scottish Parliament
Holyrood
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP 

RE:  PHARMACY APPLICATIONS IN RURAL AREAS.

Dear Alex Neil. 

I am writing to ask for your help in reshaping public policy with regard to the opening of pharmacies in rural areas currently served by dispensing doctors.  

I have already registered my opposition to the proposal to open a dispensing chemist and pharmacy in the Southern Isles. I believe that this application will be detrimental to the provision of medical services in the area as it would inevitably lead to a reduction in GP numbers and the services they provide. 

Although the pharmacy is proposing some chronic disease management services in Benbecula I would much rather receive these in my own GP practice which is able to offer a more comprehensive range of care at a more convenient location.

There will also be considerable inconvenience to patients having to travel excessive distances to get prescriptions.  

I feel these issues are especially pertinent on a small island like ours.  Several times a year we are unable to use causeways because of storms or accidents, and there are no viable options for us to receive primary medical care if our local surgery is forced to close or contract its services considerably.  These issues are compounded by our very poor public transport links.

I understand that many small communities around Scotland have already faced great upheaval in the way that they access medical care because of pharmacies opening. 

It seems that the current legislation is heavily stacked in favour of pharmacists wanting to act in a predatory fashion – targeting rural dispensing GP areas despite knowing that there is very little public support for them. 

It seems incredible that in several cases, despite vigorous public support for their local GP services, the wishes expressed by public consultations seem to be repeatedly ignored. 

I would urge you to read the briefing paper created by the dispensing doctors association in June this year to get further information, and act to change the current unfair system.  

Yours sincerely.

Your signature

